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WPNE PIONEERS SAVOR OPENING 
'WINDOW TO WORLD’ 40 YEARS AGO 


S tarting u televi- 
sion station 
from scratch is 
fun, fascinating 
and exciting. 
Just ask any of the folks 
who were present at the 
birth of WPNE. Channel 

.m 

Many of them gath 
erai earlier this fall for a 
festive 40tli anniversary 
reunion. 

The public TV station 
arrived on the air SepL 
12, 1972. with little cere- 
mony, Loyalty soon bios 
aomed, from tykes <m up. 

There is noway to 
measure the station's 
impact nn the region, but 
It has been important, 
"For people who live 
in a rural turn public 
television is their conoerl 
hall, their art gallery, 
their lyccum. their chau- 
tnuqun, their window to 
the world," said Joe 
Gaunt, who helped lav 
the groundwork for the 
station. 

Just how rapidly the 
world has turned in Hi 
years Is evident In a few 
facts; WPNE was the 
only fourth station on the 
air In Green Ray, It was 
the first station in what 
became Wisconsin ihihltc 
Television WPNE was 
envisioned prior to the 
University of Wisconsin- 
Green lley, where it is 
located, I ve owning a four- 
year institution 
"When wc stalled, it 
was Just a room with a 
couple of lights, and that 
was It," said Mike Pank- 
riilit. e student at the 
time. "We put In racks 
and racks of equipment, 
all kinds of monitors and 
switching hanks, quad 
tape machines, full- 



blown RCA color coat 
era# for the studio" 
Pautkrau was among 
the crew hired by Gary 
Mach, who was one of the 
fine employees of 
t'WGB. along with 
GauU. 

'When wc got the 
coltr cameras, we 
llioujht tve died and went 
to Iwaven Mach said. 
“Building this facility 
it was state of the art — 
was a lot of fun " 

Mach remember* a 
hill 'rom RCA for a mul- 
titude of equipment — 

lie remembers Ed 
W«ri Weidncr, UWCB"* 
first chancellor. as h»- 
strunieuliil Tie s Ihcoae 
who had the vision of 
pubic television and the 
use *f technology " 

He remembers Russ 
Widjc. a rena nuance 
mar in Green Bay’s arts 
and early TV, as a driving 
fiircc through tits efforts 
in irtnructkmal pro 
gram* on Wl. UK. (Tun- 
nel II 

Northeastern Wiacon 
sin In School TVIecnm 
muticaitans tWidoe in 
essence l purchased time 
on the commercial *ta 
l ion fur educational farc- 
in ttnie, Widne helped 
sell the Wisconsin l.egis- 
Im arc on building the 
mai on hr rmplvisi/uig 
dayitmc programming A 
cant* '•Sesame Street." 
"It was ah hosed on 



educational programs, 
and then the fine pn> 
cramming fn.sn PUS <ui 
the evening' came as a 
bonus." Mach said "But 
that’s how they anld it." 

Gaunt remembers 
Mach taking him wid his 
wife on a tour of the 
UWGB campus si IW 
"The place was rushing 
hut Asm of mud and 
snowy slush." Gaunt said 

One of the places the 
station and university 
were organ trod was in a 
temporary office on the 
sccmid IVssr of 1276 Mam 
St. 

“Wc were above 
Schmitt « Discount De- 
PArtnteni Store for a year 
getting equipment or- 
dered aad getting tilings 
lined up fur the new cam 
pus for the move to the 
S hurt-wood campus.* said 
Roger Yandcrperrva. 
who oversaw equipment 
needs 

"It was very reward 
mg to be able lu work 


with the equipment. 
Vanderpemm saal "Of 
course, now they're an- 
tiques" 

The people gathered 
for the reunion recalled 
colorful tales and cele 
bratod ingenuity, wheth- 
er in engineering or pro- 
duction 

Fred WcmcI. who 
continue* in Ihe field In 
Madison while reskhng 
In D* Pere. remembers 
producing program* on 
cultural history, ethnic 
history, health, industrial 
growth in Wisconsin nnd 
ihe national "Inside Story 
with SUin Goodbody." 

Public TV "*llll de 
mands a pretty good 
audience." he said 
"There are a k>i of people 
who dual get cable, so 
lt> stiU a great service, 
especially now with the 
new service - the idea 
i)M three stniioas are on 


WPNE pioneer*. 

"Really, we were in- 
novators in whui wc were 
doing." said Eileen I It tly. 
director and producer of 
nuir.cnnn anclal-lssuc 
programs. "There was 
always pride in work “ 
Jack Jennerjahn . 
production manager 
through the IWOs, direct- 
ed the first "Teen Can 
necliun " The scries cotv 
rinues as a hallmark of 
Green Bay production 
that's admired from afar 
hut seldom duplicated 
clsew where because of 
its difficulty 

There were reulnplc 
topics,' Jennerjahn so id 
"and Joy Cardin was the 
husl "Cardin Is a bust w 
Wisconsin Public Radio 

hX ^’PNE-TV was oper- 
ated us a genuine local 
public television datum 
nc first," said Gaunt, who 
htred and trained Mu 
dents 10 operate the sta 
i bn around the duck 


PHOTOS 

Tu vee oi-utm of the WPNE 
40th .innivorviry r*un*or, 
dick on this story at 

www.groenb.aypr* is 
9azette.c0m 


“We ran it os a:t exempb 
ry murc-nr-lcss live and 
local .station." 

Budget restriction* 
and other priorities al- 
tered the landscape. 

Many pcuplc attended 
the reunion to savor ac 
cumpltshmcni 

“There were so many 
things that we did," Van- 
derperren said. "We hod 
people in the studio 
senators and governors, 

(noted actors) William 
Windom and Vincent 
Price It was an exciting 
time tu work there." 

'limy Charles, who was 
a director, producer and 
interviewer in the early 
1980s, has gond vihea. 

'I'm still 11 viewer of 
public television nnd 
listener of public radio, 
and I'm nil for It and 
don’t mind my tax dollars 
going toward it uno bit." 

Weidner relished the 
idea of hutldinu. Among 
others around him early 
on, so did Mach and 
(burnt 

“It was an exciting 
opportunity to build from 
scratch a brand new 
University of Wisconsin 
Green Bay, a brand new 
public television station, 
a brand new public radio 
station amt each oar 
survive* lu this day,” 
Gaunt said 

Warren Card* covered 
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